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By all accounts, this perspective holds some weight. Colorado 
received $2 million from taxes placed on recreational marijuana use, 
and it was estimated that the state would recoup more than $40 million 
from recreational and medicinal sales in new tax revenue in the first 
year of the new law.49 Somewhere out there, one expects that a criminal 
justice graduate student is preparing a thesis or dissertation searching 
for evidence regarding the success of this new effort. After all, suc-
cess should not be measured in dollars alone. See the “Ethical Decision 
Making” box in this chapter for a scenario assessing your own beliefs 
about whether a criminal justice student should smoke marijuana.

Criminal Justice and Evidence-Based Policy
Increased recognition of the importance of evidence-based practices has 
improved the criminal justice system and will continue to do so. Over the 
past decade or two, criminal justice researchers and criminologists have 

 
ETHICAL DECISION MAKING

STUDY ABROAD AND MARIJUANA

Criminal justice major John Johnson is excited to be 
on a study abroad trip to Amsterdam. It is his first 
time out of the country. After arriving, he is quickly 
introduced to the many parts of the city that differ 
from what he experienced growing up in the United 
States. One evening during his free time, he ventures 
into a cannabis club to see what the club looks like on 
the inside.

After entering the club, he is amazed at how relaxed the 
environment seems. He remembers very clearly that his 

parents and his professor told him he should not smoke 
marijuana on his trip, even though it is legal to do so in 
Amsterdam. The fact that he has been told not to smoke 
marijuana makes him want to smoke it even more.

YOU DECIDE

1.	 Would it be wrong if Johnson smokes marijuana in 
the club? Why or why not?

2.	 How might his decision to smoke marijuana impact 
his future career choices in the United States?
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Arguments for and Against Drug LegalizationTABLE 15.1
FOR LEGALIZATION AGAINST LEGALIZATION

•  Drug use is a right.
•  Drug laws are biased.
•  The war on drugs costs too much.
•  Government can tax drugs.
•  The war on drugs creates crime.
• � Legalization would make drugs safer.

•  Drug use is wrong and immoral.
•  Drug use is harmful to users.
•  Drug use harms the social fabric.
• � Drug use would increase among juveniles.
•  Drug use is tied to crime.


